On the Quakers C ASE, deliver d to the PARLIAMENT. 


7 Is beyond a Diſpute, that Liberty of Conſcience, in Matters pure- 
ly Religious, is conſonant to the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
Doctrine of the Church of England. 

OR as manifeſt that the Quakers do conſcienciouſly ſcruple the taking 

ath. 
For theſe Confiderations the Legiſlature did very favourably and pru- 
dently grant them, in England, an Affirmation inſtead of an Oath, under 
the ſame Penalties as Perjury. 

But the Quakers in Scotland having no Proviſion made for them in this 
Caſe, and the Relief that is already granted the Quakers in England, 
being in ſuch Words, that many of them in England, and all of them 

in Sealand, think it too much like an Oath; it ſeems but conſiſtent 
with the Tenderneſs the Legiſlature formerly expreſſed, to grant them 

Affirmation that may extend to all Britain, in ſuch Terms, as they 
now defire ; fince they offer to be made ſubje& to all the Pains and 
- Penalties of Terury'; yea, and ſuch farther Puniſhments beſides, as the 

Parliament ſhall think fit, i caſe they unjuſtly, -or untruly make uſe of 
their Affirmation. as "— 

Tis certain that Oaths are become burthenſome, and almoſt uſeleſs 
to the Nation, their Frequency having render'd them ſo familiar, that 
they ſeem leſs dreaded than the Penalty of Perjury; it would therefore 
be well if there was leſs Swearing, and greater Obligations to ſpeak Truth 
without it: What Reaſon is there then, that the Quakers, who conſci- 
enciouſly ſcruple the taking any Oath, ſhould not be Reliev'd, when 
they willingly ſubmit to greater Penalties for not ſpeaking Truth, than 
others are ſubject to, for not ſwearing Truth? 

And beſides the Reaſonableneſs of this Requeſt of the Quakers, 
reſpecting themſelves, there ſeems an abſolute Neceſſity that it ſhould 
be granted them reſpecting others; for we are none of us ſafe our 
ſelves without it, fince tho' to day we may have Writings ſealed, 
and the ſame well witneſſed, we have no Aſſurance, but a Month 
hence our Witneſſes may become Quakers, and our Writings thereby 

be void, for want of Evidence: Or my Father, or ſome other Per- 
ſon makes a Will, and me Executor, but before it be proved the Wit- 
nefſes of the Will may turn Quakers, and the ſame becomes Null (0 my 
great Prejudice) for want of their Evidence to prove it. Other Inſtances 
might be given of the Uſefulneſs thereof, as on account of Elections, Bc. 
to ſhew that it is the Intereſt of Great Britain in general, to admit of the 
Quakers Affirmation in ſuch Words as they can comply with, under the 


Penalties and Securities they propoſe. 
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